

















Teacher Leaves Life Savings To College

By Charlie Denison, Ranger-Review Staff Writer

Dawson Community College received a highly un-
expected and unanticipated gift from the late Clayton
Hoyt, a former Dawson County High School social
studies and government teacher who lived a quiet life.

Hoyt, who passed away on September 12, 2010, gave
his life savings — more than $300,000 — to the DCC
scholarship fund for students and others.

“This gift to the college was done very quietly,” for-
mer student and colleague Avis Anderson said. “No one
had a clue he had this much money and no one knew
where it was going.”

This gift came as a big shock to Sandra Cargill who is
responsible for handling the DCC scholarship funds.

“This was quite a surprise,” she said. “He did not tell
us in advance that we were going to inherit his entire
estate.”

Cargill said, on be half of DCC, she is very grateful
for the gift.

“I just wish we could’ve had the opportunity to thank
him,” she said.

It was Hoyt’s love of education that inspired his gen-
erosity, Cargill said, and for someone who loves educa-
tion, there is no better gift that to provide an opportunity
for generations to further their education.

“He believed in opportunity for others, she said. “And
now he is granting that opportunity.

For 30 years, Hoyt taught at Dawson County High
School. During his time, Anderson said he was well-
respected and well-liked by his students.

“He was a strong teacher,” she said,” He always had
the attention of the students.

MREA State Officers.

“Hoyt was also proactive, she said. “Hoyt was re-
sponsible for arranging kids’ day, where kids had an
opportunity to see what it was like to work in city or
county government,” Anderson said, “Anyone from that
era - the 1950’s, 1960’s and 1970’s- would remember
kids day.”

Appreciation for Hoyt was evident from everyone —
from students to parents to the school board, as former
trustee Dr. Leroy Moline recalls.

“He was a gentleman,” Moline said. “While I was on
the school board, we always knew we could count on
him. “he was a great man.

Originally from Ivanhoe, Minnesota, Hoyt moved to
Glendive in 1954 after college and a stint in the
US Navy. He graduated with honors from River Falls
Teachers College in River Falls, Wisconsin.H

Hoyt was an unassuming man, Anderson said, and he
absolutely loved Easter Montana — especially hunting.

“He was an avid bow hunter,” Anderson said. “He
used to go out with Marty Mann and Bob Ackerman all
the time.”

“He hunted religiously,” DCHS shop teacher and for-
mer colleague of Hoyt’s, Dean Myers said.

Hoyt also loved sports and was once the track coach
at DCHS, as well as the athletic director. But Hoyt kept
to himself mostly, never marrying or having children,
and his main passion remained education even after he
retired in 1980. And as he so generously portrayed with
his gift to DCC. Hoyt’s passion will never cease to exist.

“It is very touching that he not only gave of him-
self while he lived here but gave us a real legacy.”
Anderson said.

Treasurer Tom Altmaier.
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MONTANA RETIRED EDUCATORS ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Complete and mail this application along with a check payable to MREA.  Mail to:
Tom Altmaier, Treasurer
1024 Wausesha

Type of membership: New__ Renewal______ Helena, MT 59601
1.) Name: Date:
2.) Address City, State, Zip
3.) Phone: Cell: E-Mail:
4.) Date of Birth: Year of retirement

If the information on line 4; has previously been filed, please disregard
State dues: $ 25.00
Local dues: $ (Please refer to the list of local dues below.) Yes, | have included MREA in my estate plans
Donation:  $____ I am considering including MREA in my estate plan.
Total dues: $ (Please make checks payable to MREA.) Please send more information.

Local Units & Dues

* Anaconda $5 ¢ North Central Montana (Great Falls) $7

¢ Bear Paw (Havre) $5 ¢ Northeast Montana (Glasgow) $3

¢ Big Sky (Bozeman) $5 ¢ Northwest Montana (Kalispell) $5

* Butte/Silver Bow $10 * Southeast Montana (Miles City) $7

¢ Crazy Mountain (Big Timber) ¢ Southwest Montana (Dillon) $5

¢ Daniels County (Scoby/Flaxville) e Western Montana (Missoula) $10

* Lewis & Clark (Helena) $10 * Yellowstone Valley (Billings) $5

MREA will send you a membership card by mail after we’ve received your application and check.
Please visit our website at www.mrea.info and drop in for lunch.

WELCOME AND THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING MREA!
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